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DIBELS 8" Edition Maze Benchmark Maze 7

Examiner script

| am going to give you a worksheet. When you get your worksheet, please write your name at the
top and put your pencil down.

(Hand outthe Maze student worksheets. Make sure students have written theirnames down before proceeding.)

You are going to read a passage with some words missing from it. For each missing word you will
see a box with three words in it. Your job is to circle the word you think makes the most sense in the
context of the passage. Let’s look at the Practice Passage together. Listen as | read.

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he takes a school (pause) art, bus, work
(pause) to go to school.

Let’s stop there. Let’s circle the word “bus” because | think “bus” makes the most sense here.
Listen to how that sentence sounds now.

Every morning, he takes a school bus to go to school.

Now it’s your turn. Read the next sentence silently to yourself. When you come to a box, read all
the words in the box and circle the word that makes the most sense to you. When you are done, put
your pencil down.

(Allow up to 30 seconds for students to complete the example and put their pencils down.)

If necessary, after 30 seconds say Put your pencil down. As soon as all students have their pencils down,
say Good job.

Now listen. In the (pause) afternoon, library, morning (pause), he also takes a bus home. You should
have circled “afternoon” because “afternoon” makes the most sense. Listen. In the afternoon, he
also takes a bus home.

Okay, when | say “Begin,” turn the page and start reading the passage silently. Start on the page with
the title. When you come to a box, read all the words in the box and circle the word that makes the
most sense in the passage. You will stop when you come to a stop sign or | say Stop. Ready? Begin.
Start the timer.

At the end of 3 minutes, stop the timer and say Stop. Put your pencils down.

Reminders
Start timer Start the timer after you say Begin.
Prompts If a student starts reading the passage out loud, say Please read the passage silently.

(Repeat as often as needed.)
If a student skips an entire page, say. Please be sure not to skip pages.

If a student stops working, say Please keep going until | tell you to stop. Just do

your best work. (Repeat as often as needed.)
Discontinue There is no discontinue rule. Every student should be encouraged to try their best until

three minutes have passed.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art 5 afternoon
takes a school bus to go to school. In theilibrary | he also
work mornmg

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Fireflies

Do fireflies live near you? If so, you would see them : twilight in the summer.

abdomens : up to warn predators, attract prey, : attract mates. There are around

i wet

in
: ithan in a city. They hibernateg : winter by burrowing underground or
: suburb '
under bark of trees. In the spring, : emerge and begin feeding. They like
the : : they :  to
Keep going P
©2026 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. DIBELS 8th Edition

Page 4 Benchmark Maze 7.Beginning Key

11

13

15

18



diets are varied. Someg ieat slugs and snails while someg feed ion just plant
: species : : :

nectar.
....... chemlcal
The abilityg :light up 1is enabled by ag :process  called
‘to : : 5
s
bioluminescence. The enzyme luciferaseg gon a compound called luciferin in
the .........................

. firefly
:  lights in unison. For example, the Thailand : synchronizes itself perfectly
: their : '
to other fireflies that large groups of fireflies flash lights on and off at the
: S0 : their
Keep going P
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. entire :

these fireflies light up an gmangrove forest by switching on their ; lights at the

behavior : : :
why they engage in this : . But they have figured out how : fireflies do

it, if not why.

: Luciferase : theenzymethatiskeytoi  : firefly’slight, has been manufactured
: :  the :
genetlc can

through :  engineering in labs. This synthetic enzyme  then be inserted

: formation :

into cells in ; order to observe cell processes like the : - of tumors. The cells

Keep going P
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they require dark, wet, and wooded areas to reproduce and eat, deforestation in many areas

is leading to their decline.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art 5 afternoon
takes a school bus to go to school. In theilibrary | he also
work mornmg

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Archimedes

Archimedes was a Greek mathematician, inventor, astronomer, and philosopher.

He was born in the Greek city—stateg : Syracuse over two thousand years ago.

p : ' was E
by a friend of his :  lost. We believe that his father : : an astronomer. He may
‘was ‘' was
i can
have spentg ‘time studying in Alexandria, in Egypt, ‘important seat of
. some P

but his : spread all over the ancient world.
: reputation :

Keep going P
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: covered : : for :

:in his essays. He discovered formulasg the surface area and volume of
a )
: sphere. He calculated the value of pi,i i number that describes the ratio of
o  the : :
circle’s circumference to its diameter. Heg on the concept of infinity. He

. worked

was for during his lifetime. He explainedg how levers work, designed pulley

Keep going P
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 called :
Syracuse. He made catapults, and somethingg :a claw, which may have been

gkind of crane with a grappling : hook gat the end that could attack : gon

1 into :
: : diagram when the Roman troops marched : : Syracuse. A soldier
: mathematical : '
Keep going P
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Archimedes. In some accounts, Archimedes’§ last : words to the Roman soldier who

i circles

BT

: Killed ' him were, “Do not disturb my

of the tomb was forgotten, and archaeologists have yet to find it.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art 5 afternoon
takes a school bus to go to school. In theilibrary | he also
work mornmg

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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The Day the Sky Turned Black

My parents told me in July that the solar eclipse that was going to happen in August

Sinceg they ;did not understand what was happeningg gthe sun, people in many

created

cultures : elaborate myths and stories to explaing eclipses . Usually in these

Keep going P
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next eclipse, when they would have to rescue the sun all over again.

hadn’t about the eclipse, would weep and with fear. Birds would fly
f | yemply

into trees, cats would go out hunting, : dogs would curl up in their :
| : : sleeping :

Cit ‘ to :

Keep going P
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ia cereal box. We cut off %top, glued a piece of Whiteg ito the bottom,
0L e . paper
................. and
covered half the : with a piece of aluminum foil, : poked a hole in the foil

: opening :

with : - wait
When the eclipse started, we tookg : viewer out to the balcony, andg stood
i the ‘
with our backs to the sun. - adjusted the viewer until the sung shone ithrough the
‘We : : 3
: : bottom
pinhole and made a  on the white paper on the : : of the box. It was
 reflection : :
: : and
very ., and looked like if you had: :a cookie with a circular cutter, :
tiny | :
Keep going P
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used the cutter to take little chunk out of the side.

§the peak of the eclipse the§ gturned a bit gray. Our cat§ gno

notice whatsoever, and the construction : ‘in the alley continued with their
: workers :

wait to see another eclipse!
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